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Enhancing Child Development
Your Compassion Revealed Through New Sanitation and Recreation Facilities
at the Gakiri Student Center in Rwanda

MEETING CRITICAL, BEYOND-
SPONSORSHIP NEEDS 

Because of your dedication to the 
Compassion assisted LifeChurch’s founding of a 
Compassion center in Gakiri was the first step 
in bringing real help and lasting hope to the 
community’s children, whose families live in 
extreme poverty. The benefits of the Compassion 
Child Sponsorship Program — educational 
assistance, health care, social/emotional support 
and, most important, spiritual nurture — are 
a welcome support for the children and their 
families. 

And now, because of your gift to these two 
construction projects, which go beyond what 
sponsorship funding covers, two critical 
obstacles to the children’s getting the most 
from our program of holistic Christian child 
development have been removed. As assisted boy 
Allen Muhoza says, “My life and my friends’ lives 
are positively changed forever because of the 
generous giving of the donors toward this work. 
We shall always pray blessings upon them!”

PROJECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

In our update to you last December, we reported 
significant progress in the projects, including the 
following: 

• A project task-force was appointed and 
assisted by Compassion Rwanda in 
developing an implementation plan.

• A general contractor was hired.

• Sites for the sanitation facility and 
recreation court were selected and 
cleared.

• For the sanitation facility, a septic pit 
was excavated, a stone and cement 
foundation laid, and the construction of 
the superstructure started.

• For the  recreation court, the ground was 
leveled and compacted, and a foundation 
of re-bar, gravel and cement was laid. 

As part of the hygiene training the children received, they were also taught 
to use proper toilet paper. Before this intervention, toilet paper was mostly 

unheard of among the beneficiaries. 

PRESENTED BY: Mark Pellingra

On behalf of the children of Gakiri, 
Rwanda, whose lives continue to be 
blessed by the generosity of LifeChurch, 
thank you for providing a new sanitation 
facility and recreation court at their 
church-based Compassion center. 

Because of your gifts to these two 
construction projects, the 362 children 
enrolled in Compassion’s program today 
— and countless more in the future — 
will have a greater opportunity to thrive 
and achieve their full potential in Christ. 

We pray that this final report on your 
compassion at work is a blessing and 
encouragement to you!



In the months since then, the following was 
accomplished to complete the project:

• The finishing work on the sanitation facility, 
including the installation of fixtures and 
plumbing, was completed. The facility 
includes five pit latrine stalls, one flushing 
toilet, one urinal and a shower room. There 
are also two hand-washing stations. 

• Training was conducted for the children 
in such topics as personal hygiene, 
environmental sanitation and the prevention 
of waterborne diseases.

• The  recreation court’s surface was finished, 
painted and equipped to accommodate both  
volleyball and basketball. (The 
space is also used for other 
recreational activities.)

As we previously reported, there 
was an unexpected increase 
in construction materials for 
the  recreation court. The funds 
originally designated for a swing 
set, along with some extra funds 
raised among the partner church 
members, was used to make up 
the cost difference. Although the 
swing set was forfeited as a result, 
Compassion Rwanda reports that 
the versatility of the  recreation 
court more than meets the center’s 
recreation needs. 

THE SANITATION FACILITY’S IMPACT 

Already, the new sanitation facility, 
combined with the hygiene training, 
has resulted in fewer cases of 
sanitation/hygiene-related illnesses 
among the children. Also, the 
children no longer have to stand in 
long lines to use the toilet, and the 
practice of using open spaces on the 
premises for their toilet needs has 
been eradicated. 

The children are also provided, 
and have been trained to use, toilet 
paper — something unknown to 
them before. And they have access 
to plenty of soap and clean water for 
washing their hands after visiting the 
toilet and before meals. 

Putting good sanitation/hygiene practices into 
use at home has also positively influenced 
the children’s caregivers and siblings, and 
that influence is spreading throughout the 
community. Church members also enjoy using 
the new facility when they attend services and 
other meetings. 

Describing the impact of this project, Allen 
summarizes, “Before, the latrines we had were 
totally bad and there weren’t enough of them. I 
am happy now because we have good latrines, 
and we can wash our hands with clean water 
and soap. So we are now healthy!”

A little girl takes some toilet paper before heading to the latrine. Following the 
implementation of this activity, the ICP provides toilet paper, soap and other 
hygiene supplies so that the children can maintain the cleanliness they were 

trained to have. 
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THE RECREATION COURT’S IMPACT

The recreation court is also making an impact 
on the children and, in fact, on the whole 
community. According to Center Director 
George Gakwerere, “Children, both Compassion-
supported and non-supported, come together to 
enjoy its benefits. The adults in the community 
come to watch and support the children during 
competitive matches, and the church has a 
golden opportunity to minister the Word of God 
to them when we hold matches. Because of this, 
we have seen several people follow Christ.”

George adds, “There is also a noticeable change 
in the way our children behave. They are more 
respectful towards each other and towards 
adults, and we realize it is due to the values they 
learn from playing team sports together.”

For assisted boy Allen, in particular, the 
recreation facility has made an important 
difference. Depressed because of his parents’ 

separation, he shares, “We had no real 
playgrounds, so it was not easy for me to get out 
of my solitude and interact with other children. 
But now, I have made friends at the center! I am 
really happy because I now have friends to share 
my worries with since they have made me feel 
comfortable as we play football, volleyball and 
basketball together. They helped me come out of 
solitude by involving me in the games, and I no 
longer feel as alone as before.” 

WITH GRATITUDE

On behalf of Allen and the other children of 
Gakiri, thank you again for sharing Christ’s 
love with them in such a tangible and powerful 
way. May God continue to bless the ministry of 
LifeChurch!

The girls of Gikiri are not left behind when encouraged to engage in sports. The girls here are playing a volleyball match 
as their friends and project workers look on. The playground was built to be a two-in-one facility where the children can 

play both basketball and volleyball. They also use this space to play other childhood games together. 

ENHANCING CHILD DEVELOPMENT page 3


